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the inference which is drawn from them that the
punishment for murder ought in all ages of the world
to be death seems wholly unwarrantable. Capital
punishment instituted in the Levitical Code for adul-
tery, slave-dealing, assault upon a parent, witchcraft,
and other offences, has been abolished without hesi-
tation by modern legislators; and if, therefore, the
Levitical Code had been the only portion of Scripture
in which the punishment of death for murder had
been prescribed, it would of course have been impos-
sible with any consistency to defend the retention of
that punishment on the ground of a divine ordinance.
Nor is it easy to understand the distinction by which
a command given to Moses is supposed to be of transi-
tory, and one addressed to Noah of lasting, obliga-
tion. It is held, indeed, that the particular ordinances,
as distinct from the moral precepts, of the Levitical
Law were, in a special and peculiar manner, abrogated
by the Christian dispensation; but if any opinion at
all can be formed as to the reason and spirit of that
abrogation, it must appear that Christianity, in annul-
ling the penal institutions of the Mosaic asra, annulled
also by implication those of the earlier ages of the
world.

The inference, however, under consideration is at
once seen to be fallacious if it be followed to its
logical results. For to maintain that a punishment
ordained by divine authority in a particular age is
binding upon all ages and under all circumstances is
to maintain that - it ought to be inflicted even in the
very conceivable case of its having become less